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The Older Descendants of Thomas French 
(© 2014 by Robert A. Christiansen, Version 0, 14 Dec 2014) 

Thomas French was an early settler in Boomer Township, Pottawattamie County, Iowa, 
north of Council Bluffs. 
Thomas French was born in England to David French and as a young man was a 
framework knitter in Leicester, England.  He immigrated with a Mormon company on 
the Ellen Maria early in 1853. 
Thomas French subsequently spent a number of years moving about the west between 
the Missouri River and Utah, perhaps working as teamster.  He settled in Section 33 of 
south central Boomer Township in the late 1860s.   
Thomas French was twice married and had fourteen known children, of whom four 
died in early childhood and one died without marrying. 
Thomas French and his second wife are buried in the Grange Cemetery in Boomer 
Township.  It is not known where his first wife is buried. 
The children of Thomas French are listed in the following chart.  Known grandchildren 
and great grandchildren appear in charts on subsequent pages. 

 
  

David French

Thomas French (1832 - 1908) & Sarah Ann Spyge (1837 - <1869)

Sarah Jane “Kate” French (1858 - 1927) & George Lewis Thomas (1854 - 1930)

John Thomas French (1861 - 1938) & Sarah Jane Burbridge (1861 - 1946)

William H. French (~1862 - 1891)

Charles Frederick French (1864 - 1938) & Caroline Teresa “Carrie” Graham (~1868 - >1930)

Olive Belle French (1864 - 1950) & Isaiah Oakley Crispell (1863 - 1932)

Thomas French (1832 - 1908) & Mary J. Roberts (1851 - 1928)

David W. French (1869 - 1935) & Bertha E. Cafferty (1874 - 1953)

Samuel George French (1871 - 1936) & Lydia A. Wright (1873 - 1943)

Mary J. French (1872 - 1873)

Maggie M. French (1874 - 1973) & Oscar Alfred Wager (1870 - 1897)

Maggie M. French (1874 - 1973) & Louis Gustave Wager (1869 - 1959)

James French (1882 - 1882)

George G. French (~1883 - 1885)

Benjamin Franklin French (1885 - 1976) & Mattie Marguerite Morgan (1883 - 1966)

Arthur Clay “Clay” French (1887 - 1969) & Maude Maggie Stephens (1891 - 1980)

Edith P. French (1890 - 1896)
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The French Family after Thomas French's Funeral 
photo and identifications courtesy of Peggy Johnston 

Thomas French died at home in Boomer Township on August 26, 1908 and was buried 
in the Grange Cemetery about two miles north of the French farm. 
I received the photograph with the following identifications.  See the next page for more 
information. 
Five seated in front row: 

Charles F. French, David French, Mary (Roberts) French, George Thomas, Sarah 
"Kate" (French) Thomas 

Five ladies standing in middle row: 
Maude (Stephens) French, Amy Darrington (Thomas), Olive (French) Criswell, 
Emma Thomas, Olive "Dollie" (Thomas) Ward 

Eleven standing towards rear: 
Maggie (French) Wager, Bertha (Cafferty) French, David Thomas, Leonard G. 
French, Charles Thomas, Fred Ward, A. C. "Clay" French, Mattie (Morgan) French, 
John French, Ben French, Sam French 

The above photo was presumably taken in front of the French house, which was 
described thusly: "large brick, two stories and a basement. He built it in 1870. It is 36x44 
feet."  Few farm houses at that time were that large. 
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In the following partial family list, the twenty-one boldfaced individuals were 
identified on the previous photograph. 
Thomas French* & Sarah Ann Spyge 
| Sarah Jane “Kate” French & George Lewis Thomas 
| | Olive Mae “Dolly” Thomas & Walter Frederich Ward 
| | Charles L. Thomas & Amy Elizabeth Darrington 
| | Emma Thomas & Paul J. Zimmerman 
| | Edith G. Thomas & Samuel Delbert Hough 
| | George Henry Thomas & Nellie Marguerite Feller 
| | David Franklin Thomas & Nellie May Smith 
| John Thomas French & Sarah Jane Burbridge 
| Charles Frederick French & Caroline Teresa “Carrie” Graham 
| Olive Belle French & Isaiah Oakley Crispell 
Thomas French* & Mary J. Roberts 
| David W. French & Bertha E. Cafferty 
| | Fred C. French & Ruth Sigler 
| Samuel George French & Lydia A. Wright 
| | Leonard Glenn French & Fay Winifred Hough 
| Maggie M. French* & Oscar Alfred Wager 
| Benjamin Franklin French & Mattie Marguerite Morgan 
| Arthur Clay “Clay” French & Maude Maggie Stephens 

These twenty-one identified on the photograph consist of: 
¿ The widow. 
¿ All nine surviving children, four with their spouses.  The missing spouses: 

• Samuel French is divorced.   
• Maggie (French) Wager is widowed and has not yet remarried her late husband's 

older brother. 
• John and Charles French are living in Oklahoma and their wives likely did not 

travel to the funeral. 
• Olive (French) Crispell is living in New York and her husband likely did not 

attend. 
¿ Five grandchildren, two with their spouses. 
Thomas French was one of the more prosperous farmers in the area, sometimes loaning 
money to help new farmers become established.  He also bought land in east central 
Boomer Township, where there was briefly, from 1896 to 1900, a post office named 
French. 
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!  Sarah Jane "Kate" French & George Lewis Thomas 
George Lewis Thomas was born in Utah to David Thomas and Elizabeth Ann Lewis 
and backtrailed with the extended Thomas family to Pottawattamie in ______.   
George and Kate Thomas married in 1875 and farmed in east central Boomer 
Township.  They retired to Council Bluffs in 1914. 
George and Kate Thomas are buried in the Grange Cemetery in Boomer Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of George and Kate Thomas are listed in the 
following chart. 

 
  

George Lewis Thomas (13 Nov 1854 - 14 Mar 1930) & Sarah Jane “Kate” French (17 Feb 1858 - 15 Mar 1927)

Olive Mae “Dolly” Thomas (7 May 1876 - 21 Jun 1960) & Walter Frederich Ward (7 Aug 1870 - 22 Sep 1961)

Freeman LeRoy Ward (15 Nov 1899 - 2 Jun 1957) & Hazel Rebecca Vallier (22 Mar 1900 - 6 Dec 1978)

Leslie Merle Ward (6 May 1901 - Jan 1986) & Olga K. Hansen (abt 1902 - )

Leslie Merle Ward (6 May 1901 - Jan 1986) & Jeanette B. unknown (28 May 1903 - Oct 1992)

Charles L. Thomas (Apr 1878 - 1962) & Amy Elizabeth Darrington (10 Aug 1879 - 14 Dec 1973)

Emma Thomas (31 May 1881 - ) & Paul J. Zimmerman (abt 1880 - )

Paul Zimmerman Jr. (abt 1914 - )

Edith G. Thomas (17 Dec 1883 - 15 Jul 1973) & Samuel Delbert Hough (4 Oct 1880 - 31 Aug 1956)

Harl Oscar Hough (24 Nov 1909 - Nov 1983) & Ruth Matilda Hansen (11 Nov 1907 - 10 Oct 2005)

Howard S. Hough (31 Aug 1914 - 27 Feb 1992) & Hazel E. Osborn (21 Oct 1920 - 29 Dec 2005)

Doris Ellen Hough (27 Sep 1919 - 24 May 2012) & Raymond LeRoy Jensen (18 Dec 1912 - 6 Feb 1996)

George Henry Thomas (Jan 1891 - 1952) & Nellie Marguerite Feller (Oct 1894 - 20 Nov 1944)

Dorothy Lorraine Thomas (13 Jun 1914 - 16 Dec 1996) & Harry Watts Jr. (18 Oct 1914 - 22 Apr 1992)

David Franklin Thomas (16 Aug 1892 - 26 Sep 1958) & Nellie May Smith (26 Dec 1892 - 20 Sep 1958)

Clifford W. Thomas (27 Apr 1915 - 19 Mar 1983) & Irene Vera Moffatt (15 Nov 1913 - 9 Mar 2009)

Raymond George Thomas (18 Feb 1917 - 24 Jul 1993) & Dorothy Gertrude Cohrs (24 Jul 1917 - 17 Aug 2014)

Inez Mae Thomas (abt 1922 - 30 Jul 2006) & Martin Pellerin ( - 1995?)

Jeanette Thomas (25 Apr 1933 - 23 Oct 2006) & Darwin E. Leaders (12 Jun 1933 - 13 Jan 1997)

Lloyd Earl Thomas (Jan 1894 - 2 Mar 1953) & Jesta Mae “Mae” Bratches (17 Jan 1895 - Oct 1972)

Virgil Marvin Thomas (30 Apr 1913 - Apr 1984) & Jewel I. Manhart (21 Apr 1915 - 1 Nov 2009)

Hazel M. Thomas (29 Aug 1915 - 18 Sep 2005) & Armin Dick Peters (20 Nov 1906 - 15 Nov 1977)

Luella Mae Thomas (12 Feb 1917 - 3 Nov 2012) & Louis J. Manhart (6 Nov 1911 - 8 Apr 1993)

Luella Mae Thomas (12 Feb 1917 - 3 Nov 2012) & Bernard E. Johnson (15 Jun 1912 - 7 Feb 2000)

Marian L. Thomas (4 Sep 1922 - 18 Dec 2010) & Merele G. Ellerbeck (27 Oct 1917 - 4 May 2014)

Bette Lou Thomas (16 Aug 1924 - 14 Jan 2000) & Alvin W. Christians (14 Aug 1917 - 12 Jul 1995)

Stanley Lloyd Thomas (8 May 1928 - 8 Jun 2011) & Evelyn Amanda Carbaugh (15 Aug 1932 - 28 Mar 2000)

Donald Thomas (2 Oct 1929 - 9 Jul 2013) & Marian C. Brookhouser (20 Mar 1933 - 30 Oct 1991)

Donald Thomas (2 Oct 1929 - 9 Jul 2013) & Dorothy M. Arbaugh (31 Jul 1928 - 10 Feb 2004)

Pearl Thomas (19 Feb 1900 - 15 Oct 1963) & George Marsh (abt 1901 - )
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!  John Thomas French & Sarah Jane Burbridge 
Sarah Ann Burbridge was born in Dubuque County, Iowa to Edwin Burbridge and 
Elizabeth Downs.  In 1865 the Edwin Burbridge family moved to east central 
Boomer Township. 
After marrying in 1887, John and Sarah French first farmed in Hazel Dell and 
Boomer Townships.  Between 1900 and 1910 they moved to Canadian County, 
Oklahoma. 
John Thomas and Sarah Jane French are buried in the Hinton Cemetery in Caddo 
County, Oklahoma. 
The known children and grandchildren of John Thomas and Sarah Jane French are 
listed in the following chart. 

 
 
!  Charles Frederick French & Caroline Teresa "Carrie" Graham 

Caroline Teresa "Carrie" Graham was the daughter of Edward Alvin Graham and 
Hannah Mary Hayes who lived in southwestern Iowa. 
After Charles and Carrie French married in 1888, they farmed in Harrison and 
Pottawattamie County before moving to Oklahoma before 1905.  By 1910 they had 
moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where they remained until their deaths. 
Charles and Carrie French are buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery in Omaha. 
The known children and grandchildren of Charles and Carrie French are listed in 
the following chart. 

 
  

John Thomas French (Apr 1861 - 1938) & Sarah Jane Burbridge (Apr 1861 - 1946)

John Edwin French (14 Jul 1888 - 19 Aug 1962) & Martha Ellen “Ella” Jackson (28 Dec 1887 - 21 Dec 1982)

Thomas William French (14 Dec 1890 - 12 Jan 1919)

Sara E. French (12 Sep 1894 - 10 Dec 1979) & Frank W. Denwalt (14 May 1886 - 13 Jan 1961)

Vernie French (Dec 1896 - )

Samuel Earl French (21 Oct 1899 - 15 Jul 1966) & Darlene unknown

Charles Frederick French (21 May 1864 - 22 May 1938) & Caroline Teresa “Carrie” Graham (abt 13 Aug 1868 - aft Apr 1930)

Guy Earl French (4 Jun 1892 - 15 Jul 1893)

Ethel Grace French (1893 - ) & unknown Ellis

Ethel Grace French (1893 - ) & Oakley J. Hosack

Elsie Gladys French (Jun 1896 - Jul 1896)

Margaret Esther French (abt 1898 - bef 1910)

Clara French (abt 1905 - )

Pauline French (abt 1907 - )
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!  Olive Belle French & Isaiah Oakley Crispell 
Isaiah Oakley Crispell was born in New York to Peter J. Crispell and Mary C. 
Oakley.   
Isaiah Crispell and Olive French married in 1884 and lived in Iowa for some years.  
By 1900 they were living in Ulster County, New York where I believe they remained 
until their deaths. 
Isaiah and Olive Crispell are buried in Fairview Cemetery in Stone Ridge, Ulster 
County, New York. 
The known children and grandchildren of Isaiah and Olive Crispell are listed in the 
following chart. 

 
 
!  David W. French & Bertha E. Cafferty 

Bertha E. Cafferty was the daughter of Thomas Henry Cafferty and Laura Ella 
Hough of northwestern Hazel Dell Township. 
David French and Bertha Cafferty married in Omaha, Nebraska in 1892.  
Subsequently they lived in northwestern Hazel Dell Township, in Section 5.  
However, in 1930 they were living in Rockford Township.  By 1940 Bertha was 
living at 244 Benton St. in Council Bluffs. 
David and Bertha French are buried in the Grange Cemetery in Boomer Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of David and Bertha French are listed in the 
chart on the following page. 

  

Isaiah Oakley Crispell (15 Aug 1863 - 9 Jun 1932) & Olive Belle French (1864 - 1950)

Charles Crispell (abt 1887 - )

Peter B. Crispell (abt 1894 - )



The Older Descendants of Thomas French   4/30/16 page 7 

David W. French (13 Dec 1869 - 14 May 1935) & Bertha E. Cafferty (1874 - Sep 1953)

Fred C. French (23 Dec 1892 - 7 Jun 1972) & Ruth Sigler (11 Jan 1894 - 18 Aug 1948)

Virgil Everett French (27 Jun 1915 - 7 Aug 1986) & Pearl Vivian Rief (23 Dec 1920 - 3 Oct 1970)

Virgil Everett French (27 Jun 1915 - 7 Aug 1986) & Norma unknown

Kenneth G. French (5 May 1917 - 6 Sep 2014) & Grace B. Duchman (19 Dec 1920 - 26 May 2011)

Clara Fern French (29 May 1920 - 22 Oct 1997) & Samuel J. Collins (8 Oct 1909 - 12 Mar 1974)

Jefferson David French (10 Aug 1922 or 10 Aug 1923 - 30 Sep 2004)

Fayette Franklin French (27 Jun 1926 - 12 Feb 1927)

Joan French (abt 1936 - ) & Howard Perrin

Ethel May French (9 Jul 1894 - Jan 1978) & Arthur Julius Rief (30 Aug 1890 - 19 Mar 1984)

Gilbert Arthur Rief (18 Oct 1915 - 29 May 1933)

Esther M. Rief (26 Mar 1921 - 23 May 2004) & Wayne Carl Peters (15 Jul 1915 - 23 Mar 2002)

Thelma M. Rief (5 May 1923 - ) & Walter Joseph Ambrose (27 Aug 1922 - 7 Dec 1998)

Ila N. Rief (16 Jul 1925 - ) & Orville Leslie Hicks (19 Oct 1922 - 15 Oct 2001)

Maude Ellen French (5 Oct 1897 - 2 Jan 1981) & Lee E. Henderson (abt 1898 - )

Edith M. Henderson (abt 1918 - )

Wayne or William H. Henderson (abt Dec 1919 - )

Eugene Stanley Henderson (10 Jan 1921 - 15 Aug 1998)

Maude Ellen French (5 Oct 1897 - 2 Jan 1981) & Floyd L. Skelton (abt 1901 - )

George D. French (10 Oct 1899 - 9 Nov 1951) & Rachel Elizabeth Collins (13 Feb 1899 - 17 Oct 1983)

George D. French (10 Oct 1899 - 9 Nov 1951) & Margaret McIntosh (17 May 1909 - 23 Jan 2006)

Genell French (abt 1932 - ) & Donald L. Jones

Patricia Ann French (29 Nov 1936 - 2 Jul 2003) & Harold G. Emshoff

Nellie Edith French (3 Feb 1902 - 26 Jul 1975) & Frederick Wilhelm Jacob “Fred” Witt (11 Jul 1891 - 21 May 1968)

infant Witt (9 Feb 1922 - 9 Feb 1922)

Frances Pauline “Pauline” Witt (13 Sep 1925 - 7 Aug 2011) & Warren Olsen Smith (21 Nov 1924 - 22 Sep 2012)

Frederick Delane “Delane” Witt (23 Dec 1927 - 3 Feb 2004) & Dorothy A. Tupper (8 Jan 1922 - May 1993)

David L. French (19 Sep 1903 - 25 Sep 1903)

Bessie M. French (1 Oct 1904 - 9 Oct 2000) & Leslie S. Merryman (5 Apr 1907 - 7 Mar 1993)

David L. Merryman (abt Sep 1939 - )

Mary C. French (abt 1906 - ) & Linley G. Anderson (abt 1901 - )

Marilyn J. Anderson (abt Oct 1929 - )

Joyce French (abt 1908 - )

W. Donald “Don” French (1910 - 1963) & Ella Peterson (abt 1908 - )

John Durnig “Jackie” French (11 Jul 1914 - 7 May 1927)

Dorothy L. French (9 Mar 1917 - 9 Mar 1917)
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!  Samuel George French & Lydia A. Wright 
Lydia A. Wright was the daughter of George Wright Jr. and Alice Emma Gilson of 
north central Hazel Dell Township. 
Samuel George French and Lydia A. Wright married in Pottawattamie County in 
1891.  They were farming in Boomer Township in 1895 and 1900.  Subsequently they 
divorced. 
By 1920 Samuel French was living in Council Bluffs and working as a carpenter.   
Samuel French and his former wife, Lydia, are both buried in the Grange Cemetery 
in Boomer Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of Samuel and Lydia French are listed in the 
following chart. 

 
 
!  Maggie M. French & Oscar Alfred Wager/Louis Gustave Wager  

Oscar and Louis Wager were both sons of Gustave Wager and Mary Catherine 
Panning of northwestern Hazel Dell Township.  The Wager family at one time ran 
the Reels mill on Pigeon Creek. 
Oscar Wager and Maggie French married in 1896 in Pottawattamie County and 
Oscar died the following year.  Maggie and her child then lived in the Gustave 
Wager household until remarrying. 
In 1909 Maggie (French) Wager married her late husband's older brother, Louis 
Gustave Wager (15 May 1869 – 23 Jan 1959).  The Louis Wager family moved to 
Council Bluffs, where Louis worked as a railroad engineer. 
Oscar Wager is buried in the Reels Cemetery in Boomer Township.  Louis and 
Maggie Wager are buried in the Grange Cemetery in Boomer Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of Maggie French are listed in the following 
chart. 

 
  

Samuel George French (5 Jul 1871 - 18 Aug 1936) & Lydia A. Wright (5 Aug 1873 - 22 Sep 1943)

Leonard Glenn French (8 Aug 1891 - Jan 1976) & Fay Winifred Hough (28 Nov 1890 - 1977)

Helen French (abt 1914 - )

Leona Fay French (10 Sep 1916 - )

Freeman French (29 Sep 1894 - 30 Mar 1895)

Lulu Viola “Lou” French (11 May 1896 - 18 Jul 1975) & Otto Titus Lindstrom (26 Sep 1888 - Jun 1986)

Shirley Lou Lindstrom (18 Aug 1919 - 12 Feb 1976) & Raymond Grant Hightshoe (20 Aug 1917 - 22 May 1941)

Shirley Lou Lindstrom (18 Aug 1919 - 12 Feb 1976) & unknown Buechel

Shirley Lou Lindstrom (18 Aug 1919 - 12 Feb 1976) & Louis T. Seminara (abt 1914 - )

Lulu Viola “Lou” French (11 May 1896 - 18 Jul 1975) & Donald Spry Fair (4 Oct 1898 - 24 Dec 1979)

Oscar Alfred Wager (21 Dec 1870 - 16 Aug 1897) & Maggie M. French (25 Oct 1874 - 7 Sep 1973)

Leona Edith Wager (29 Mar 1896 - 12 Dec 1981) & Alan Victor Madison (2 Jul 1896 - 18 Nov 1976)
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!  Benjamin Franklin French & Mattie Marguerite Morgan 
Mattie Marguerite Morgan was born in Missouri Valley, Iowa to Seth Harrison 
Morgan and Martha Jane Roland. 
Benjamin Franklin French and Mattie Marguerite Morgan married around 1905.  
They initially lived in the Honey Creek area in southeastern Rockford Township.  By 
1920 they were living in the Crescent area.   
Benjamin and Mattie French are buried in the Grange Cemetery in Boomer 
Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of Benjamin and Mattie French are listed 
below. 

 
 
  

Benjamin Franklin French (28 Jun 1885 - 29 May 1976) & Mattie Marguerite Morgan (15 Apr 1883 - 27 Sep 1966)

Francis Dudley French (13 Apr 1910 - 31 Mar 1921)

Darrell Franklin French (24 Feb 1914 - 24 Sep 1974) & Gladys Montgomery Tell

Ward Benjamin French (22 Jul 1918 - 11 Jan 2001) & Ellen Grace Keen (18 Dec 1916 - 23 Dec 1995)

Wayne French (22 Jul 1918 - 22 Jul 1918)
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!  Arthur Clay French & Maude Maggie Stephens 
Maude Maggie Stephens was born in Crescent Township to Silas Liona Stephens 
and Alice Gideon. 
Arthur Clay French and Maude Maggie Stephens married about 1906.  They were 
living in the Honey Creek area of Rockford Township in 1910 and on the Thomas 
French farm in 1920.  By 1925 they had moved to Council Bluffs where Arthur 
French first worked as a carpenter and later as a bartender at the Oak Tavern. 
Arthur Clay and Maude Maggie French are buried in the Grange Cemetery in 
Boomer Township. 
The known children and grandchildren of Arthur Clay and Maude Maggie French 
are listed below. 

 

Arthur Clay “Clay” French (11 Jun 1887 - 28 Aug 1969) & Maude Maggie Stephens (5 Jan 1891 - 12 Dec 1980)

Ernest C. French (10 Nov 1906 - 26 Dec 1990)

Emma Margaret French (15 Dec 1908 - 27 Dec 1922)

Freeman French (16 Dec 1910 - Mar 1986)

Alice Ester French (26 Feb 1913 - 11 Jul 1985) & Frank T. Kendall (7 Jan 1910 - 21 Jul 1977)

Howard Herman French (13 Feb 1915 - 3 Dec 1996)

Ruth Mae French (20 Jun 1917 - 5 Jan 2000) & Walter P. “Ted” Adams ( - 4 Jan 1945)

June Mildred French (28 Feb 1920 - 7 Apr 1996)

Franklin C. “Pat” French (abt 1922 - 22 Feb 2003) & Marion V. Powell (abt 1923 - )

David R. French ( - abt 10 Apr 1990)

William Robert “Bob” French (19 Feb 1924 - 9 Oct 2004) & Jean Marie Rief (29 Mar 1926 - 15 Oct 2000)

Charles S. French (abt 1926 - )

John B. “Jack” French (abt 1929 - ) & Maribeth unknown


