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Pottawattamie County, Iowa Military History Notes 
© 2016 by Robert A. Christiansen, Version 1, updated 2 May '16. 

 
Herein I summarize some military units that originated in or around Council Bluffs in 
Pottawattamie County and served in American wars, beginning with the Mexican War 
and extending through World War II.  There is a personal component to these notes; 
throughout I've also included some anecdotal information about individuals of interest 
to me.   
Contained in several separate files is a longer report, On the Trail of Company L, in 
which I trace the movement of Company L, 168th Infantry Regiment, 42nd Infantry 
Division through northeastern France in the spring, summer and fall of 1918. 
I found a major source, The Iowa National Guard – A Brief History on-line at 
iowanationalguard.com/History. 
I omit both the Korean and Vietnamese Wars, as I don't believe guard or reserve units 
from this area were called up in either conflict.  I also omit Desert Storm, the first war 
with Iraq in 1990-91. 
In the 21st Century the Iowa National Guard had a heavy involvement in our wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but I will leave it to younger minds to tell that story. 
During the Civil War and both World War I and World War II, additional enlistees and 
draftees augmented the ranks of the military units mentioned herein.  Especially near a 
conflict's end, only a minority of a unit's roster would come from the host town and its 
immediate vicinity. 
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The Mexican War, 1846-1847 
 
In 1846 Mormons, expelled from the Nauvoo area in Illinois, began arriving in the 
Council Bluffs area staging for their trek to Utah.  The United States Army recruited an 
engineering battalion of nearly 500 men from among the Mormons gathering in the 
southwestern Iowa area.  The battalion's mission was to march to southern California 
and in the process open a wagon road to California through the southwest. 
The Mormon Battalion, along with some women and children, left Council Bluffs on 
July 20.  Their route, one of the longest military marches in United States history, took 
them through Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Tucson and 
Yuma, Arizona.  They arrived in San Diego on January 29, 1847. 
Company A of the Mormon Battalion included William A. Garner, for whom Garner 
Township in Pottawattamie County is named.  William Garner returned to the Council 
Bluffs area in 1848, and in 1849 each of his two wives produced a son.  William Garner 
settled east of Council Bluffs where he became a major landowner and operated mills 
along Mosquito Creek. 
 

The Civil War, 1861-1865 
 
During the Civil War, Union infantry regiments typically consisted of ten companies, 
identified by the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I and K.  I know of two Civil War 
regiments organized in Council Bluffs. 
 
! The 4th Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regiment was organized by Grenville M. Dodge of 

Council Bluffs and mustered into federal service on August 8, 1861.  Portions of the 
4th Iowa entered combat with little training.  The 4th Iowa subsequently fought from 
March 1862 in Arkansas to March 1865 in North Carolina, but Grenville Dodge soon 
moved on to higher positions.  During the Civil War the 4th Iowa Regiment suffered 
158 deaths from battle and 287 deaths from disease and accidents. 

 Before the Civil War, Grenville Dodge had spent a good deal of time in eastern 
Nebraska.  His experiences motivated him to organize a militia unit, the Council 
Bluffs Guards, in 1856 to help provide protection against Native Americans.  This 
unit was the antecedent of the 4th Iowa Regiment. 

 During Abraham Lincoln's Council Bluffs visit in 1859, Grenville Dodge helped to 
persuade Lincoln that Council Bluffs should be chosen as the eastern terminus of the 
transcontinental railroad.  After the Civil War ended, Grenville Dodge achieved 
some fame as the military commander in the central Great Plains (Dodge City, 
Kansas is named for him) and additional fame as the chief engineer of the Union 
Pacific Railroad.  His long life ended in Council Bluffs in 1916.  His Council Bluffs 
home is now a museum. 

 
! The 29th Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regiment was organized by Thomas Hart Benton 

Jr. of Council Bluffs and mustered into federal service on December 1, 1862.  I 
believe all the companies originated in southwest, west central or south central 
Iowa, with most of the men originally in Company A coming from the Council 
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Bluffs area.  The 29th Iowa Regiment lost 43 men due to combat and 267 men from 
other causes. 
Thomas Hart Benton Jr. was the nephew and namesake of Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton of Missouri, who had no sons.  Senator Benton's daughter, Jessie Benton, 
eloped at the age of 17 with John Charles Fremont, a western explorer who in 1856 
was the first Republican candidate for the presidency. 
The book Soldier Boy contains the Civil War letters of Charles Musser, who lived a 
few miles north of Council Bluffs and was a member of Company A of the 29th Iowa. 

 
The Spanish-American War and the Philippine Insurrection, 1898-1901 

 
The 51st Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regiment included units from Council Bluffs and eight 
other southwestern Iowa towns and trained briefly at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des 
Moines. 
From March to August 1899 the 51st Iowa was based on the island of Luzon during the 
bloody Philippine Insurrection that followed the Spanish-American War.  The 51st Iowa 
saw little combat, but lost 40 men, mostly from disease. 
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World War I, 1917-1918 
World War I began in September 1914, but the United States did not enter the war until 
April 1917.   
When the United States entered World War I, the Iowa National Guard consisted of 
three infantry regiments, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, as well as additional smaller units (a separate 
infantry company, a cavalry squadron, a field artillery regiment, an engineering 
battalion, medical detachments, a signal corps company, and a motorized ammunition 
train).   
Broadly speaking the 1st Regiment was from eastern Iowa, the 2nd Regiment from 
northwestern and north central Iowa, and the 3rd Regiment from southwestern and 
south central Iowa.   
Here is the 1917 organization of the 3rd Infantry Regiment, which had a Council Bluffs 
presence.  In both World War I and II, an infantry regiment contained twelve infantry 
companies, with the companies identified by letter. 
 Headquarters Company Des Moines 
 Supply Company Des Moines 
 Machine Gun Company Des Moines 
 Company A Winterset 
 Company B Des Moines 
 Company C Creston 
 Company D Centerville 
 Company E Shenandoah 
 Company F Red Oak 
 Company G Ottumwa 
 Company H Oskaloosa 
 Company I Glenwood 
 Company K Corning 
 Company L Council Bluffs 
 Company M Red Oak 
 Sanitary Detachment Des Moines 
Here is the 1917 organization of the First Engineering Battalion, which also had a 
Council Bluffs presence: 
 Headquarters Ames 
 Company A Iowa City 
 Company B Council Bluffs 
 Company C Des Moines 
 Sanitary Detachment Waterloo 
The Iowa Militia training site at Camp Dodge in Johnston just northwest of Des Moines 
was established in 1909, eight years before the United States entered World War I.  
However Camp Dodge was little used by the Iowa National Guard during World War I.  
Rather, Camp Dodge was expanded to become a major national training base. 
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The 168th Infantry Regiment: (copied to CompanyLWWI.docx 5 Aug 15) 
Soon after the United States entered World War I in 1917 the army formed a new 
infantry division, the Rainbow or 42nd.  The 42nd consisted of National Guard units from 
all areas of the United States and was intended to be the first National Guard division 
sent to France.  The Iowa National Guard, having just acquired active-duty experience 
chasing Pancho Villa during the Mexican Expedition, seemed well qualified to make a 
major contribution to the 42nd Division. 
Douglas McArthur, later a five-star general during World War II, is sometimes given 
credit for the name "Rainbow Division".  McArthur served as assistant division 
commander of the 42nd Division during World War I. 
The 3rd Iowa Infantry Regiment, which included Company L from Council Bluffs as well 
as other southwestern Iowa companies, was chosen to be one of the four infantry 
regiments in the 42nd Division.  The 3rd  Infantry Regiment was sent to the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds in Des Moines for training and was renamed the 168th Infantry Regiment.  
Soon thereafter the army decided to increase the size of infantry companies to 250.  
Thus many men from the 1st and 2nd Iowa regiments transferred into the 168th to fill its 
ranks. 
The 168th Infantry Regiment, along with the rest of the 42nd Division, was sent to France 
in November 1917.  Between February 1918 and the end of the war in November, the 
168th saw much combat and suffered grievously, with over 700 killed.   
In 1919 Winfred E. Robb, the regimental chaplain, authored The Price of Our Heritage, a 
history of the 168th during World War I, which contains photos of most of the 168th 
Infantry members who died during the war.   
In August 1918 the 168th Infantry Regiment's commander was relieved due to illness and 
command given to Matthew Tinley, a battalion commander who in civilian life was a 
Council Bluffs physician.  In his diary Andy Thomsen, a litter-bearer in Company L, 
wrote a touching anecdote about Colonel Tinley: 

An incident of the siege of Sergy, during which the little town was taken and lost 
seven times and when it was impossible to get food through for seven days, is set 
down in the diary. 
  "While we were eating our first meal, I noticed a rather old looking man of huge 
frame, shoulders, bent forward, hands on his back walking back and forth a short 
distance from our company. But he did not come any nearer until we were through 
eating. By that time he came up and asked if we had enough to eat. One of the boys 
said, "yes, sir, and we have some to spare." To which the old man replied: "Give me 
some of it, boys. I haven't eaten for four days." Then I saw the old man of the 168th 
Infantry, Col. Mat A. Tinley, spread the butter on the bread with his bare fingers. He 
was as near starved as any man as I ever saw but he would not come near us until 
he knew his boys had their fill." 
(Source:  Council Bluffs, Iowa, Nonpareil, November 12, 1932 obituary for Andy 
Thomsen, submitted by Ann to genealogytrails.com/iowa/pottawattamie Oct 2013.) 

In 1999 Richard Peterson of Council Bluffs, the father-in-law of my cousin, John 
Sherbondy, sketched the live of Matt Tinley in an article written for the Pottawattamie 
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County Historical Society appropriately entitled We Will Not See His Kind Again, The 
Life and Career of Major General Matthew A. Tinley. 
Percy Lainson of Council Bluffs was the commander of Company L when World War I 
ended.  Lainson later became the sheriff of Pottawattamie County, serving for around 
ten years.  During this period Percy's brother, Elmer was for a time the jailer in the 
Pottawattamie County Squirrel Cage jail.  Later Percy Lainson was warden at the Iowa 
Penitentiary in Fort Madison.   
My aunt, Ethel (Larson) Torneten, recalled visiting one of Elmer Lainson's daughters in 
the family living quarters at the Squirrel Cage jail when she was a student at Abraham 
Lincoln High School in the late 1920s. 
Andy Thomsen of Company L, quoted above, was awarded the World War I Silver Star 
for his work in carrying the wounded from the battlefield.  Perhaps unknown to others, 
he carried deep psychic wounds with him after World War I ended.  In 1932 Andy 
traveled back to Denmark to visit relatives and the night before he was to return to the 
United States he hung himself in a Copenhagen hotel room, leaving a poignant suicide 
note.  

The 42nd Infantry Divisions Deployments in World War I 
(American Guidebook to France and its Battlefields by Enoch Barton Geary, Olin 
Ogelsby Ellis, and Ralph Van Deman Magoffin, (books.google.com), pp. 255-258. 
Organized and trained at Camp Mills, Long Island, New York. 
Arrived in France during November and December, 1917. 
First training area:  Infantry – Vaucouleurs; Artillery – Coetquidan. 
Activities: 
! Feb 21 – Mar 23: Dombasle-Luneville sector in Lorraine training with the French. 
! Mar 31 – Jun 20: Baccarat sector in Lorraine. 
! Jul 5-17: Champagne-Marne battle (last German drive), Souain and Esperance 

sectors east of Reims. 
! Jul 25 – Aug 2: Aisne-Marne battle, Epieds sector, northeast of Chateau-Thierry, 

capturing Seringes et Nesles, Fresnes, Nesles and Sergy with aid of 47th Infantry, 4th 
Division. 

! Sep 12-29: St. Mihiel Battle and St. Mihiel sector, capturing Essey, St. Baussant, 
Maizerrais, St. Benoit and Pannes. 

! Oct 12-31: Argonne-Meuse Battle, entering line east of Sommerance and capturing 
Cote Chatillon. 

! Nov 4-10: Argonne-Meuse Battle, advancing 12 miles in two days, capturing many 
towns among which were Stonne, Maisoncelle, Grand Armoises, Sy, Noyers, Bulson, 
Thelonne and Pont Maugis. 

! After Nov 11th:  Army of occupation with headquarters at Ahrweiler, Germany. 

The Birth of the 34th Infantry Division: 
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In World War I the portion of the Iowa National Guard that was not used to form the 
168th Infantry Regiment was incorporated into the new 34th Infantry Division, which also 
included troops from the Dakotas, Nebraska and Minnesota. 
The American infantry division structure in World War I consisted of two brigades, 
each containing two infantry regiments.  Regiments then consisted of battalions, and 
battalions consisted of companies.  The 34th Division's World War I structure was: 

67th Infantry Brigade 
133rd Infantry Regiment 
134th Infantry Regiment 

68th Infantry Brigade 
135th Infantry Regiment 
136th Infantry Regiment 

The 34th Division was assigned to Camp Cody near Deming, New Mexico and basically 
served as a training division.  Draftees would be sent to the 34th to train and later would 
be pulled out and sent to France as replacements, especially for the 168th Regiment.   
Marvin Cone, a Cedar Rapids artist, is thought to have designed the distinctive Red Bull 
division logo, still used today. 
Finally, in October 1918, the 34th Division arrived in France by way of England, too late 
to see combat before the war ended on November 11th. 
In 1919 the 34th Division returned to the United States, where in February much of it was 
mustered out at Camp Grant, near Rockford, Illinois. 

The 109th Engineering Battalion, Company B  
Before World War I the Council Bluffs contingent of the Iowa National Guard included 
Company B of the 1st Iowa Engineering Battalion, renamed in 1917 as the 109th 
Engineering Battalion.  The 109th Engineers became the engineering component of the 
34th Division at Camp Cody, went with the division to France just before World War I 
ended, and then remained in France for some time after the remainder of the division 
returned to the United States.  (In both World War I and II, infantry divisions included 
an engineering battalion.) 

Here is a timeline for the 109th Engineering Battalion during World War I. 
5 Aug 1917 National Guard from Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and the Dakotas called 

into federal service. 
19 Aug 1917 Men from the above states begin arriving at Camp Cody, New Mexico, 

forming the cadre of the 34th Infantry Division. 
For the next year draftees were sent to Camp Cody, trained, and then periodically sent 
to France as replacements. 
20 Aug 1918 109th Engineers leaves New Mexico for Camp Dix, New Jersey to stage for 

embarkation to Europe. 
29 Sep 1918 109th Engineers arrives in Liverpool, England. 
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7 Oct 1918 109th Engineers arrives Cherbourg, France in Normandy and travels by 
train to Meuves-Bulcy area south of Paris on the Loire between Orleans 
and Nevers. 

For the next eight months, known projects of the 109th Engineers including working on 
hospital facilities in the Meuves-Bulcy area, site of a 4,000 bed convalescent hospital, 
and repairing bridges. 
17 Jun 1919 109th Engineers sails from St. Nazaire near Nantes on the west coast of 

France. 
29 Jun 1919 109th Engineers arrive at Newport News, Virginia. 

Among the members of Company B of the 109th Engineering Battalion was Oluf Larsen, 
a young man who had emigrated from Denmark in 1913.  After World War I Oluf 
married my father's cousin, Lillie Bondo, and settled in Hazel Dell Township.   
All evidence suggests that Oluf was a competent and conscientious soldier.  He had 
arrived in Council Bluffs in 1919 knowing no English, and in 1919 was discharged from 
the army as a sergeant. 
Years later Oluf was one of the last surviving members of his unit's veterans' association 
and in the 1980s Oluf saw that the association's financial assets of roughly $4,000 were 
used to help renovate the Dodge House property in Council Bluffs.  This was 
appropriate since Company B's nickname was "The Dodge Engineers". 
 
 



Pottawattamie County, Iowa Military History Notes    5/2/16 page 9 

Unit K (Mobile Hospital Number 1): 
In addition to Company L of the 168th Infantry Regiment and Company B of the 109th 
Engineering Battalion, a third military unit with Council Bluffs origins served in World 
War I.  This was Unit K of the Army Medical Corps, which was not part of the Iowa 
National Guard.  Rather, Unit K was more like an army reserve unit, although citizenry 
of the area helped to finance and equip it.  
Dr. Donald Macrae Jr. of Jennie Edmundson Hospital in Council Bluffs organized Unit 
K shortly after the United States entered World War I.  Unit K initially included 12 male 
doctors, around 21 female nurses, and a supporting group of 50 enlisted men.   
Activated in June 1917, Unit K traveled to England on the Carpathia in January 1918.   
The Carpathia, which carried Unit K to England, had a memorable history.  Back in 
1912 the Carpathia responded to the Titanic's distress wireless and rescued 705 Titanic 
passengers.  Unfortunately in July 1918 the Carpathia's luck ran out.  It was torpedoed 
and sunk by a German submarine while sailing from England to the United States.  The 
good news is that the Carpathia, with a capacity of 2250 passengers, was only carrying 
57 passengers, all of whom were saved along with almost all of the crew.  In 2000 Clive 
Cussler located the sunken Carpathia. 
During April-June 1918, Unit K personnel were used to form the core staff of Mobile 
Hospital Number 1, which served several miles behind the front lines for the remainder 
of the war.  Thus some claim that Unit K, having staffed the US Army's first motorized 
army hospital, was the progenitor of later army mobile hospitals such as the one 
depicted in the MASH (Mobile Army Surgical Hospital) television series in the 1970s.  
However, unlike the MASH episodes, anecdotal information suggests that Mobile 
Hospital Number 1 tended to a large amount of very grim business, leaving very little 
time for horseplay. 
Although Unit K served near the front lines from early June until the armistice in 
November, only one member of Unit K died, and that from disease. 
I know of three members of Unit K with connections either to the early families of St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, Boomer-Neola, which was my childhood church, or to my 
extended family history: 
! Eline Mathiasen was the daughter of Rev. Laurits Mathiasen, pastor at Our Savior's 

Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs and St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Boomer 
Township during the 1890s.  After returning from France in 1919, where she served 
as a Unit K nurse, Eline Mathiasen married the widower Martin Nelson, who was a 
Council Bluffs grocer.  The four Mathiasen siblings, all of whom were Council Bluffs 
physicians in the middle of the 20th century, were cousins once removed of Eline 
Mathiasen. 

! Sara Miles emigrated from England as a girl and studied nursing at Jennie 
Edmundson hospital.  After serving with Unit K, Sara became a Council Bluffs 
school nurse.  In the early 1920s Sara married Oluf Bondo, who had moved from 
Hazel Dell Township to Council Bluffs some years earlier.  Oluf Bondo was the 
brother of Laurits Christian Bondo, an early settler in Hazel Dell Township.  Oluf 
Bondo's first wife, Ida Olsen, was the uncle of Oluf Larsen, mentioned earlier.  Sara 
(Miles) Bondo is buried in St. Paul's Cemetery in Boomer Township. 
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! Claude Sparks was an enlisted man in Unit K.  He subsequently married Grace 
Irvine and had three sons.  My aunt, Ethel (Larson) Torneten boarded with the 
Claude Sparks family in Council Bluffs when she was a student at Abraham Lincoln 
High School in the late 1920s. 
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The Iowa National Guard Between the Wars - 1919 to 1941 
The 34th Infantry Division arrived in Europe too late to see combat in World War I.  It 
returned to the United States and the bulk of the division was disbanded at Camp 
Grant, near Rockford, Illinois in February 1919. 
After World War I ended, the National Guards in the various states were reestablished.  
Both the 168th Infantry Regiment and the 109th Engineering Battalion retained their World 
War I names and reverted to being Iowa components of the 34th Division in the National 
Guard. 
Camp Dodge northwest of Des Moines became the headquarters of the post World War 
I 34th Infantry Division, which consisted of the National Guard units from the states of 
Iowa, Minnesota and North Dakota.  (South Dakota units may have also been in the 34th, 
but I have been unable to locate any.) 
During World War I the 168th Infantry Regiment, which originally consisted of Iowa 
National Guard members, had been part of the 42nd "Rainbow" Division, but became part 
of the 34th Division in the National Guard reorganization after World War I. 
Council Bluffs continued to figure prominently in the National Guard.  In the Register 
of the National Guard of the United States, 1922, the following units of the 168th Infantry 
are stationed in Council Bluffs:  Headquarters Company, Service Company, 3rd Battalion 
Headquarters (3rd Battalion Headquarters Company is in Neola), Company L. 
From 1924 to 1940 Major General Matthew Tinley of Council Bluffs, former commander 
of the 168th Regiment, was 34th Division Commander. 
My father's second cousin, Richard Madison Gibler of Council Bluffs, was a member of 
the Iowa National Guard in the 1930s.  He died in 1938 in an auto accident just west of 
Avoca, Iowa while returning from training at Camp Dodge. 

Until 1941 infantry divisions retained their World War I structure, in which each 
division consisted of four infantry regiments and supporting combat and service units.  
In the late 1930s the four regiments in the 34th Division were as follows: 
! The 164th Infantry Regiment consisted of units from various communities in North 

Dakota, with pre-1941 headquarters in Bismarck.  In late 1941 the 164th was split off 
from the 34th Division as a result of the rectangular (four regiments) to triangular 
(three regiments) reorganization of American infantry divisions.   
In January 1942 the 164th then was sent to New Caledonia in the South Pacific as part 
of an emergency troop movement to prevent a Japanese advance that might isolate 
Australia and New Zealand.  In New Caledonia the 164th became part of the 
Americal Division. 

! The 133rd  Infantry Regiment was an Iowa regiment.  It had its headquarters in Des 
Moines in 1921, moved to Sioux City in 1927, and to Waterloo in 1940. 

! The 135th Infantry Regiment, a Minnesota regiment, had its headquarters in 
Minneapolis. 

! The 168th Infantry Regiment, headquartered at Jefferson, Iowa, consisted of units 
from central and southwestern Iowa.  The 1938 regimental organization is shown 
below. 
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Regimental Headquarters Company:  Jefferson; Service Co.: Council Bluffs; 
Howitzer Co.: Clarinda; Medical Detachment: Des Moines. 
1st Battalion Headquarters Co. and Companies A, B, C & D:  Des Moines. 
2nd Battalion Headquarters Co.: Audubon; Company E: Shenandoah; Company F: 
Villisca; Company G: Centerville; Co. H: Marshalltown. 
3rd Battalion Headquarters Co.: Neola; Company I: Glenwood; Company K: Atlantic; 
Company L: Council Bluffs; Company M: Red Oak. 



Pottawattamie County, Iowa Military History Notes    5/2/16 page 13 

The Iowa National Guard in World War II 
World War II began with the German invasion of Poland in September 1939 but the 
United States did not enter the war until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 
December 1941. 
The 34th Infantry Division, along with the remainder of the National Guard (eighteen 
divisions total and other units without divisional affiliation) was inducted into Federal 
service on February 10, 1941.  The 34th was sent to Camp Claiborne, near Alexandria, 
Louisiana. 
As noted earlier, until December 1941 the 34th Division consisted of four infantry 
regiments along with other combat and support units.  At that date one regiment was 
withdrawn, as the army switched from rectangular infantry divisions (four regiments) 
to a triangular (three regiment) organization. 
The 34th Division was the first United States division to deploy to Europe, with advance 
elements landing in Belfast, Northern Ireland in January 1942.  It then fought in Tunisia 
and the Italian mainland, and suffered grievously, with around 3,700 men killed in 
combat.  In particular, the 168th Regiment took the brunt of the first defeat of American 
forces by the German Army in the early stages of the Battle of Kasserine Pass, 
summarized below: 

On February 14, 1943 the 168th Infantry Regiment occupied two hilltops west of Faid 
Pass, with regimental headquarters and the 3rd Battalion on one hilltop and the 2nd 
Battalion on a hilltop about five miles to the north.  The 1st Battalion was out of 
harms way in reserve.   
On the morning of February 14 the German army attacked from the east through 
Faid Pass.  Within three days the 168th positions were overrun and by the end of 
February 17 over a third of the 168th Infantry Regiment were prisoners of war.   
The prisoner of war count would have been higher except that around 400 members 
of the 2nd Battalion, which was commanded by Lt. Colonel Robert Moore, a druggist 
from Villisca, managed to slip through German lines during the night of February 
16/17.  The prisoners from Faid Pass included Lt. Colonel John Waters of the First 
Armored Division, General George Patton’s son-in-law. 
An Omaha World-Herald photograph of Colonel Moore returning to Villisca won the 
1944 Pulitzer Prize for photography.  As of December 2013 this photo is at 
bytesdaily.blogspot.com/2012/05/pulitzer-prize-for-photography-1944.html. 

The 34th Division is given credit for the following campaigns during World War II: 
Tunisia:  The 34th was part of the initial invasion of North Africa, landing in Algiers on 
November 8, 1942.  The North African campaign ended with the surrender of German 
and Italian troops in northeastern Tunisia on May 13, 1943. 
Naples-Foggia:  The 34th landed at Salerno south of Naples in September 1943 and 
fought until February 1944 in the Apennine Mountains. 
Anzio and Rome-Arno:  The 34th landed at the Anzio beachhead south of Rome in 
March 1944 and fought north past Rome until June. 
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North Apennines:  The 34th liberated Leghorn (Livorno) in July and stopped for the 
winter south of Bologna. 
Po River.  This was a relatively short campaign for the 34th, beginning on April 15, 
1945, passing through Bologna, and ending on May 2, when the Germans in Italy 
surrendered. 

The 164th Infantry Regiment in World War II: 
The 164th Infantry regiment from North Dakota had been detached from the 34th Division 
in 1941 and thus orphaned when the four-regiment structure of World War I was 
replaced by a three-regiment structure. 
Early in 1942 strategists worried that Japanese advances in the South Pacific would 
isolate Australia.  In a priority operation, three orphaned National Guard regiments 
were moved to New Caledonia, a Free French colony east of Australia.  The 164th was 
one of the regiments chosen, and arrived in New Caledonia in early March 1942. 
The three infantry regiments in New Caledonia, along with supporting units when they 
became available, were organized into a new division, the Americal (Americans In 
Caledonia) Division. 
The Japanese offense into the South Pacific Theatre was stopped by the 1st Marine 
Division, which invaded Guadalcanal in August 1942.  In October 1942 the 164th Infantry 
Regiment was sent to Guadalcanal to assist the Marines, and subsequently the rest of 
the Americal Division followed. 
I have read that the 164th Infantry Regiment was the first army unit to engage the enemy 
in World War II.  This is not true, as it ignores the sad fate of the Philippine Army, lost 
in early 1942.  By October 1942 Philippine Army members either were dead (like the 
three Bostedt brothers of the Council Bluffs area), languishing in Japanese Prisoner of 
War camps, or evading capture in the Philippines backcountry (like Captain Shelby 
Newman of Avoca). 

The 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Infantry Regiment: 
The 100th Infantry Battalion consisted primarily of Japanese-Americans.  When it arrived 
in the Mediterranean in September 1943, it was assigned to the 133rd Infantry Regiment 
of the 34th Division.  It fought alongside the 133rd for nearly a year.  In June of 1944 the 
442nd "Go For Broke" Infantry Regiment, also consisting primarily of Japanese-
Americans, joined the 34th Division.  In September 1944 the Japanese-American units 
were detached from the 34th Division and sent to southern France with the 36th Division.  
Then in March 1945 the Japanese-American units were sent back to Italy and attached to 
the 92nd (colored) Division. 
Of Interest:  One of the young men in the 442nd Infantry Regiment was Daniel Inouye of 
Hawaii.  On April 21, 1945 in Italy he lost an arm and won the Medal of Honor.  While 
convalescing at the Percy Jones Hospital in Michigan, Inouye met two other men 
recovering from their wounds, Robert Dole and Philip Hart.  All three later became 
United States senators and collectively served 102 years in the Senate. 
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The Iowa National Guard After World War II 

In 1946, after World War II ended, the 34th Infantry Division reverted to being a National 
Guard division, initially encompassing units from Iowa and Nebraska.  The 168th 
Infantry Regiment remained part of the 34th and was headquartered in Council Bluffs.   

I believe I remember that in 1946 there were four National Guard companies using the 
Dodge Light Guard Armory just south of downtown Council Bluffs, namely 
Headquarters Company, Service Company, Cannon Company and Company L.  A few 
years later Tank Company replaced one of these companies. 

Over the years the National Guard companies stationed in Council Bluffs continued to 
change, as the structure of the 168th Infantry Regiment evolved.  For instance, around 
1960 two of my cousins, Gerald Christiansen and Richard Torneten, were in the Combat 
Support Company of the 1st Battalion, 168th Infantry Regiment. 

As mentioned on page 1, I lack the resources to take this history past the immediate 
post-war period. 
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Sources: 
The following codes have particular significance in my list of sources: 
! "GSM" means the item is held by the Gold Star Museum at Camp Dodge in 

Johnston, Iowa, just northwest of Des Moines. 
! "RAC" means I hold a copy, often just of the page numbers listed. 
! "Google" indicates the publication is on-line, viewable through Google. 

Not specific to a single war: 
! The Iowa National Guard – A Brief History by CW4 David L. Snook and LTC (Ret) 

Michael J. Musel, on-line at 
http://www.iowanationalguard.com/History/History/Pages/Home.aspx 

! We Will Not See His Kind Again, The Life and Career of Major General Matthew A. 
Tinley by Richard W. Peterson, presented at the annual meeting of the 
Pottawattamie County Historical Society, 21 Jan 1999. (GSM) 

! The 34th “Red Bull” Infantry Division 1917-2010 
(mnmilitarymuseum.org/files/2113/2249/9013/34th_Infantry_Division_Red_Bull.pdf) 

! Register of the National Guard of the United States for 1922 (Google)  

The Civil War: 
! Soldier Boy, the Civil War letters of Charles O. Musser, 29th Iowa, edited by Barry 

Popchock (University of Iowa Press, 1995) (GSM, RAC) 

World War I: 
! The Price of Our Heritage by Winfred E. Robb (1919, 424 pages), An impressive two-

volume history of the 168th Infantry Regiment during World War I interspersed with 
brief information about each of the 700 or so regimental members who died during 
World War I.  (GSM, Google)  (A reprint is available for about $30 through 
Amazon.com but may have poor photographs.  I recommend using the copy 
available for on-line viewing through Google.) 

! The Story of the 168th Infantry by John H. Taber, 2 volumes, 1925, Iowa State 
Historical Society.  (GSM, RAC vol. 1, pp 376-377 - Andy Thomsen; vol. 2 pp 376-383 
– Company L roster)  May also want vol 1., pp 1-7. 

! History of Hospital Unit "K", U. S. Army and Mobile Hospital No. 1 (Auto-Chir) A. 
E. F., prepared by Colonel Donald Macrae Jr., Council Bluffs, June 1938 (GSM, RAC 
pp 1-9) 

! Report of Adjutant-General of Iowa for the Biennial Period Ended June 30, 1918, on-
line at iagenweb.org/greatwar. (GSM, RAC pp 7-11) pp. 391-402 (Company L roster) 
and 504-511 (Company B Engineers roster). 

! 42nd Division Summary of Operations in the World War, U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 
1944.  (GSM, RAC pp 91-95) 

! American Armies and Battlefields In Europe, U.S. Govt. Printing Office 1938, 
reprinted 1992 by Center of Military History, U.S. Army. (GSM, RAC pp 515-517) 

! familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/p/l/e/Louis-J-Plevell/FILE/0006text.txt for 
the 34th Infantry Division World War I timeline. 
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! American Guidebook to France and its Battlefields by Enoch Barton Geary, Olin 
Ogelsby Ellis, and Ralph Van Deman Magoffin, (books.google.com) 42nd Division, pp. 
255-258. 

World War II: 
! On-line 34th Division synopsis 

(history.army.mil/html/forcestruc/cbtchron/cc/034id.htm).  Careful – has errors! 
! St. Paul's Boomer-Neola World War II Veterans by Robert A. Christiansen.  Short 

sketches of about 75 World War II veterans with some connections to this church. 
 


