
WWIIDivisionArtillery.docx 11 September 2021 

Pottawattamie County WW II Dead Roster - Division Artillery 
• © 2021 by Robert A. Christiansen, updated 11 Sep 2021. 
• Access from bigpigeon.us webpage WW II Dead > Roster Central. 
As mentioned in bigpigeon.us, during WW II each Army infantry division 
and each Marine division contained three infantry regiments. 
Except for the 1st Cavalry Division and 10th Mountain Division, all other 
Army divisions were either: 
• Heavy Armored (2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions). 
• Light Armored (all other armored divisions). 
• Airborne. 
 
Each division had a large artillery component, organized and equipped as 
follows (ignoring the 1st Cavalry, 10th Mountain, and the 2nd, and 3rd 
Armored): 
Army Infantry: three artillery battalions of 105 mm howitzers and one of 
155 mm howitzers. Divisional artillery was often called divarty. In addition, 
each regiment had a 105-mm howitzer cannon company and a 57-mm gun 
antitank company. 
Marine: four or five artillery battalions, organized into a 4th regiment (e.g., 
the 22nd Marine Regiment (artillery) was the 4th regiment in the 1st Marine 
Division). Early in the war, a marine division’s artillery regiment had three 
battalions of 75 mm pack howitzers and one of 105 mm howitzers. As the 
war progressed, more 105 mm howitzers were added and the number of 
pack howitzers was reduced. 
Light Armored: three artillery battalions, each with self-propelled 105 mm 
howitzers mounted on the M7 Priest motor carriage. Each light armored 
division also had three tank battalions and three infantry battalions. In 
combat, such a division was often organized into three combat commands, 
each containing a tank battalion, an artillery battalion, and an infantry 
battalion. 
Airborne: artillery battalions generally equipped with 75 mm pack 
howitzers. (In WW II airborne operations, heavier equipment landed in 
gliders.) 
 
As the need arose, the army or corps commander would assign 
independent heavy artillery, tank, tank destroyer, or antiaircraft artillery 
battalions to a division. These battalions sometimes served with a division 
for extended periods. 
 


