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Shelby Fearn Newman, United States Army, WW II 
assigned to 11th Philippine Army Division, 11th Philippine Army Regiment 

killed as Prisoner of War during escape attempt 
body not recovered  
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Shelby F. Newman moved to Avoca with his mother after his father’s early death in 
Alabama. They lived in the Meier family home, while his mother taught in the Avoca 
public schools for many years. 
Shelby Newman joined the army after graduating from the University of Iowa and 
doing post-graduate work. The Philippine Army battalion he co-commanded was one 
of the few who fought the Japanese on the invasion beaches of Luzon in December 1941. 
He was later captured and subsequently was killed at Subic Bay while attempting to 
escape from the disabled hell ship Oroyku Maru, which was taking prisoners of war to 
Japan. 
 
Shelby F. Newman, his parents, and his grandparents (updated 8 Jul ’18): 

 
 
Because Shelby F. Newman was an only child, I have included a chart showing his 
maternal aunts, uncles and cousins, as well as his wife. (chart updated 8 Jul ’18) 
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