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LaVerne Henry Paulsen, United States Army, WW II 
2nd Armored Division, Reconnaissance Company, 66th Armored Regiment 
killed in action during the July/August 1944 breakout from Normandy 

interred in Graceland Cemetery, Avoca, Iowa  
© 2018 by Robert A. “Bob” Christiansen, updated 13 Jul ’18. 

Taken from the Avoca, Iowa & Vicinity > Gold Star Avoca webpage at bigpigeon.us. 
 
LaVerne H. Paulsen, an only child, was raised in rural Avoca, Iowa. In the 1940 census, 
he was a farmhand working for his grandfather, Henry Russmann, in Valley Township, 
while his parents were living with the Heesch brothers, bachelor farmers, in 
southeastern Pleasant Township. 
LaVerne Paulsen entered service in November 1942 and left the United States in May 
1943. The 2nd Armored Division landed on the Normandy beaches on June 9, 1944. 
LaVerne’s regiment was near Villebaudon about twenty miles south-southwest of Saint 
Lo when he was killed. 
 
Known Ancestors of LaVerne H. Paulsen (updated 13 Jul ’18): 
 

 
 
Since LaVerne H. Paulsen was an only child, I have included a chart on the following 
page showing his paternal uncles and aunts. Cousins are omitted, since most of them 
are still living. 
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The paternal aunts and uncles of LaVerne H. Paulsen (updated 10 Jun ’18): 
 

 


